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NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, 
: un THE 


Long Vacation of the Year 1791. 5 


' By JOHN BRIGGS, Porter of UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, 


\ 


IN A LETTER 


To the Rer. Mr. H ALE, of KenBy RavensworTH, 
near RICHMOND in the County of Vokx. 
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, TO THE 


Rev. Mr. HALE, at Kerby Ravenſworth, 
NEAR 


Richmond in the County of York. 


S1R, 


I beg leave to addreſs you 
with the particulars of my journey into 
the North, and at the fame time to ac- 
knowledge the many favours conferred up- 
on me in the journey, and the preſents 
made me previous thereto, amounting to 
more than twelve guineas. 

On the 19th day of July, 1791, I ſet off 
from Univerſity College in Oxford, for 
the Reverend Mr. Walker's at Whichford, 
in the County of Warwick, twenty-two 
miles, where I ſlept that night. The 
next day I went to Stratford, eighteen 
miles, and called upon Dr. Bree, who was 
gone to a wedding dinner. Next morning 


1 waited on him, and ſtayed with him 
A 2 about 
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about an hour; he made very great en- 
quiry about the College, and who was laſt 


year's Burſar. 


After the Doctor had ſatisfied himſelf 
with evety enquiry he had to make, I left 


him, and ſet out for Midford Grange, to 


the Reverend Mr. Hollioake's, who was 
not at home. I ſtayed the greateſt part 
of the day there; it is a very pleaſant 
place, a fine Fiſhery, and every thing very 
neat. I returned to Stratford, to and fro, 
fourteen miles. Next morning I ſet for- 
ward for Warwick, eight miles, to Wrox- 
ton, ſix miles, where Mr. Wren's father 
formerly dwelt. Mr. Wren, jun. being 
removed to Tamworth, near Henley in 
Arden, ten wiles acroſs the country, there 
I ſet out with pleaſure; arrived ſafe, ſlept 
there that night, and dined with Mr. 
Wren the next day; it is a very pleaſant 
place; he behaved extremely civil, and 
deſired me to come that way back. In 
the afternoon J ſet off for Coventry, near 
twenty miles, where I ſaw Peeping Tom; 
I ſtayed there the next day, Sunday the 
| _ 24th, 
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24th, and dined with Mr. Barnard ; we 
had a fillet of veal, a gammon of bacon, 
a currant pye, potatoes, colliflower, &c. 
The next morning I ſet out for Leiceſter 
Grange, thirteen miles, and called at Mr. 
Forſter's to ſee Mr. Forſter junior, who 
was not in the country. Mr. Forſter ſe- 
nior, who is about fixty years of age, was 
lately married to a young lady of the age 
of twenty-two years, the third wife; 1 
made a ſhort ſtay there. I then went to 
Colcutt, fix miles, and called at Mr. 
Fiſher's, where I flept that night, and 
continued part of the next morning, 
during which time Mr. Fiſher ſhewed me 
all his rich paſture and meadow grounds, 
and cattle of various kinds, and every 
thing elſe in abundance. It is a noble 
' manſion and gardens, with a fine Fiſhery 
and every thing pleaſant and agreeable, 
Then I ſet off for Leiceſter, nineteen 
miles; ſupped at Dr. Bree's, flept at the 
White Bear Inn, and breakfaſted with the 
Doctor next morning. It rained very hard, 
4 3 and 
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and the Doctor ſaid I ſhould not go till it 
was over; I ſhould ſtop and have ſome 
roaſt beef, and Leiceſterſhire ale before 
T ſet out. The weather cleared up about 
twelve at noon, then I ſet off for Lough- 
borough, eleven miles; where I ſtopt a 
proper time ; then went forward to Derby, 
17 miles, and ſlept at the Angel Inn. 
Next morning I had my horſe ſhoed 
and ſet forward for Cheſterfield, twenty- 
three miles ; that was the ſecond night of 
the riot at Sheffield, therefore I thought 
it prudent to ſtop there. | 
The next morning I went for Sheffield, 


and found the riot abated ; ſtopt at the 


Angel for refreſhment, and then ſet off 
peaceably to a village ſix miles ſhort of 
Pontefract, and two miles from Ferry 
Bridge, where I breakfaſted; then went 
to York, twenty-two miles, and from 
thence to Heſlington, two miles further, 
to Mr. Yarburgh's, where I ſtopt two 
days and nights; he treated me with every 
reſpe&t I could wiſh for or defire. On 
Monday the firſt of Auguſt I went to Mr. 

| | Allen's 
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Allen's ſenior at Overton, about ſix miles, 
where I alſo ſtayed two days and nights, 
and was moſt agreeably entertained. Mr. 
Allen then went with me to his ſon's at 
Newton, four miles, who is a Fellow of 
the College; he was very glad to ſee me. 
I ſtayed there that night, and was enter- 
tained extremely well. Mr. Allen faid, 
he ſhould be very happy to ſee any of the 
Fellows, if they came that way. The 
houſe is extremely well furniſhed, very 
neat and clean. 

I travelled through the Linton Eſtate to 
York Gate, an Inn upon the road, about 
eighteen miles from Overton ; thence to 
Caterick, through Leeming Lane, fifteen 
miles, where my horſe tumbled down 
neck and heels, and broke one knee, 
There I flept that night. The next 
morning I went to Richmond, five miles; 
then to Dolton, ſeven miles, where I 
arrived on. Friday the fifth of Auguſt ; 
that was the end of my journey, and I 
turned my horſe to graſs for thirteen days 
in Mr. Heſlop's paſture ground gratis, 
A 4. and 
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and received many other favours from 
that family. 

The next day after my arrival I walked 
to Ravenſworth, to and fro, three :niles. 
On Sunday the 7th I walked to Mel- 
ſonby, about ſeven miles, to the Reverend 
Mr. Swire's, where I ſtayed two days and 
a night. Mr. Swire ſhewed me his houſe, 
gardens, and buildings of all kinds; the 
houſe is altered very much ; ſtables and 
out-houſes convenient; he is eſteemed and 
well reſpected by all his neighbours. Then 
I walked to Richmond, to and fro, four- 
teen miles; the remainder of that week J 
ſpent with my friends. 

On Sunday the 14th I went to Kirby 


Church; Mr. Scott, late of Queen's Col- 


lege, has the living; the Biſhop of Cheſ- 


ter gave it him: he is reſpected by his 


pariſhioners, On Tueſday the 16th, I 
walked to Barnard Caſtle, arid returned on 
Wedneſday, to and fro ſixteen miles. 

On Thurſday the 18th, I ſet out for 
Newcaſtle, twelve miles, to Mr. Wiſeman's, 


and nineteen miles from thence to Dur- 
| ham, 
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ham, where I ſtayed all night; the next 
morning J laid before him two ſmall bills 
for debts which his ſon contracted in Ox- 
ford, and they were very readily paid: 
he behaved vaſtly well. 


I ſet forward for Mr, Reay's at Burn 
Hall, near Durham; that afternoon the 


family went to Newcaſtle, it being the 
_ afſize week. I ſtopt at an Inn upon the 
road, about a mile ſhort of Durham, 
where I ſlept that night. The next morn- 


ing, Saturday the 2oth, I ſet forward- 


through Durham to Newcaſtle, fifteen 
miles, where I arrived at Mr. Ward's. I 


»& ſpent a week there, and my horſe was 


taken proper care of; during which time 


I went to Mr. Surtee's, at Benwell, a very 


pleaſant place, to and from, fix miles, 
where more reſpect was ſhewn me than 
I can expreſs. 

On my return to Newcaſtle, I had the 


pleaſure to ſee Mr. Burden. I dined at 
the Bank, and was agreeably entertained. 


On the Friday I went to the Reverend 


Mr. Ridley's at Wall's End, a very plea- 
fant 
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fant houſe, gardens, and fiſhpond ; to and 


from fix miles. I ſaw a coal pit there one 
kundred fathom deep; the corf went 
down and up in two minutes, by a ſteam 
engine, and brought up twenty-four pecks 
of coal. Mr. Ridley behaved extremely 
well, and whoſe ſeat is the pleaſanteſt in 
all my journey. I returned from hence 
to Newcaſtle on Friday the 26th. This 
place abounds with every thing in abun- 
dance, and here I met with the moſt kind 
behaviour, agreeable company, and gene- 
rous entertainment that could be conferred 
upon any perſon, | 
After ſpending a week there, on the 
Saturday I went to Cheſter, nine miles ; 
next morning I went to Sunderland, ten 
miles, to Mr. Beckworth's at Hendon 
Lodge, where I dined; then I called on 
Mr. Abbs and drank tea. Mr. Abbs, 
| ſenior and junior, took a walk and ſhewed 
me the ſea and ſhipping, and every thing 
that was to be ſeen. \ 

I returned that night to Hendon Lodge, 


and the next morning I ſet forward to 
Hawton 
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Hawton le Spring, to Mr. Griffith, who 
was gone to Harrogate. I ſtopt about 
half an hour with Mrs. Griffith, wha 
behaved very civil. Then I ſet forward 
to Durham, thirteen miles ; dined there, 
then went to Biſhops Auckland, ten 
miles, and flept at the Dolphin Inn there 
that night. | 
The next morning I went to Weſt 
Auckland, three miles, to call upon Mr. 
Reay's Butler, where I ſtopt about two 
hours. Then I ſet out for Barnard Caſtle, 
twelve miles, where I ſaw Cuddy Hilton's 
Chapel, upon the bridge acroſs the river 
Tees, where he married many couples; 
and the laſt two couple were married for 
three ſhillings, which was all the money 
they had. I ſtayed there two nights, and 
then returned to Dolton, eight miles. 

On Wedneſday I went to Richmond 
Races, ſeven miles. Thurſday a little 
further, three miles, and that evening 
returned to Dolton. | 

On Saturday I went to Richmond, and 
called upon the Reverend Mr. Temple, 

ET who 
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who ſaid he ſhould ſend a gentleman to 


College ſoon ; where I met Mr. Ellerton, 


ſenior, and went with him to. Downham, 
four miles; ſtopt all night, and was treat- 
ed with the greateſt reſpect. 

The next day, Sunday the 27th, I went 


to Church with Mr. Ellerton, and ſtayed 


to dinner. We had great variety, and 
famous puddings, a good tap, and after 
dinner a bottle of good old Port. Mr, 
Ellerton, junior, was ſo obliging ag to 
ſet me more than three miles from Down- 
ham, where there are fine valleys and the 
river, Swale, I paſt by Maſk-Hall, where 
there is a curious conveyance of water by 


a wheel. Then I made for Dolton, fix 
miles, where I had many friends waiting 


to bid me farewell. 

On the twelfth of September I ſet for- 
ward for Oxford ; the firſt ſtage to Cate- 
rick, twelve miles; to York Gate fifteen 
miles, where I ſlept that night. The next 
morning to Ripley, twelve miles; break- 
faſted at the Star Inn. Then to Harro- 
on four miles ; called on Mr. Griffith, 

dined 
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dined at the Queen's Head there. Mr. 
Griffith behaved with his uſual good na- 
ture. I travelled on to Kettleſing's Head, 
five miles, where I ſlept. 

The next morning I went to Bolton 
Abbey, twelve miles, the ſeat of the 
Duke of Devonſhire, and called on the 
Reverend Mr. William Carr, who has 
the living. Four ladies in one week died, 
and were buried at this place, whoſe ages 
together made four hundred and three 
years, I dined there; he ſhewed me the 
houſe and gardens, and the old Abbey, a 
fine ruin; the houſe very clean and neat, 
the neighbourhood beautiful, and afounds 
with woods and fine proſpects; he be- 
haved with the greateſt civility, and de- 
fired his beſt reſpects to all the Members 
of the College. From thence I went to 
Skipton, ſix miles, to ſee Mr. Richard 
Carr, where I ſtayed all night, and was 
treated with the greateſt reſpect: he has 
a very pleaſant houſe, the pleaſure ground 
almoſt equal to Mr. Ridley's; he was fo 
very obliging as to take a ride with me 
the next morning to Sutton, five miles, 

to 
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to call on Mr. Marſden, who was remark- 
ably civil. From thence we went to 
Keighley, five miles further, then parted. 
I proceeded to Hallifax, 11 miles ; from 
thence to Rippingdon, ſeven miles, where 
I ſlept that night. The next morning to 
Rochdale, 11 miles, where I ſpent two 
days and nights at Mr. Holland's, by 
whom I was treated with the greateſt re- 
ſpe, and was agreeably ſurprized to ſee 
Mr. and Mrs. Parker; they were at Mr. 
Amer's. —I rode to Bury to ſee a College 
Servant, to and fro fourteen miles. 
Sunday morning the 18th, it was rainy 
but after it ceaſed raining, I took Bury in 


my way, ſeven miles. About a mile from 


thence I called upon Mr. Starkey, who 
treated me with a bottle of good old Port, 
and a tankard of October divine. I then 


proceeded to Mancheſter, nine miles, and 


ſlept at the Spread Eagle. 

On Monday I went to Winſlow, twelve 
miles, breakfaſted there; then to Congle- 
ton, 12 miles, dined there; then to Talk 
on the Hill, ſeven miles, and ſlept there. 


Tueſday morning to Newcaſtle under Lyne, 
five 
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five miles; then to Eccleſhall, 12 miles, 
dined there; to Newport, nine miles, and 
ſlept at the Bell. Next morning to the 
Reverend Mr. Heath's, near Sheffnall, 
eight miles, where I ſpent the day and 
night, and was well entertained ; and here 
I faw Mr. Carleſs, who behaved vaſtly 
well. The next morning I ſet forward ts 
the Reverend Mr. Tindall's, at Woolver- 
hampton, 13 miles, dined and ſlept there, 
and was treated with the greateſt civility. 
The next morning, Friday, I ſet forward. 
to Stourbridge, 10 miles, breakfaſted there; 
then to Worceſter, 23 miles; ſlept there 
at the Crown. Saturday the 24th, I 
breakfaſted at the Reverend Mr. Davis's, 
who received me very kindly. In the af- 
ternoon I travelled to Eveſham, 16 miles; 


| ſlept there. Next morning I went to Mrs. 


Horne's, at Broadwell, near Stowe, 13 
miles, where I met with a very kind re- 
ception. Monday morning the 26th of 
September, I ſet forward from Broadwell 
for Woodſtock, upwards of 20 miles, to 
meet the College Servants at the Star Inn 
at that place ; but before I reached Wood- 

ſtock 
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ſtock I was very agreeably ſurprized by, 
meeting Mrs. Briggs and my daughter i in a 
chaiſe. At the Star Inn I found the College 
Servants, which. was about ten minutes 
before one o'clock, and which appointment 
to meet them I made at Barnard Caſtle, 
240 miles diſtant from Oxford. . In the 
evening I rode my horſe from Woodſtock, 
and arrived at Univerſity College on Mon- 
day the 26th of September, which gave 
me an enlivening plymple of ——_— <5" 


And am, Reverend Sir, 


. ” * 5 Your mug obliged, 
And Ss humble "lg; 


JOHN BRIGGS. 


Number of miles in the hole] journey 783. 
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